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mere question of outward form : the inter-
nal organisation continued unchanged, as
it was bound to continue unless chaos
were to be the consequence. In fact, pre-
existing administrative regulations were so
far retained that the old customs duties
on the former frontiers were levied as
before, though they represented an insti-
tution wholly alien to the spirit of the
Muhamniedan empire. Those Muharmnedan
authors, who describe the administrative
organisation, recognise only the taxes
which Islam regarded as lawful and char-
acterise others as malpractices which had
crept in at a later date. It is remarkable
that these so-called subsequent malprac-
tices correspond with Byzantine and Per-
sian usage before the conquest: but tradi-
tion will not admit the fact that these
remained unchanged. The same fact is
obvious when we consider the progress of
civilisation in general. In every case the
Arabs merely develop the social and eco-
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